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that the executive -and legislative departments

should be kept distincj, would not be disregarded, nor
invaded.

nThe abolition of the council would, of course, destroy
the office, now known to the constitution, of Clerk to the
Council. In his stead, a Secretary of State would be ne-
cessary; and to him mnght be confided the archives of the
State; and he might aiso be entrusted with the perform-
ance of various and important duties. Such an officer is
known to the laws of several States—and, it is believ-
ed. with great convenience,

In relatlon to the Judicial Department, your committee
have no aiterations (G propose. In the wholescme aed re-
gular administration of the laws, the public are deeply
snd vitally concerned. Any inroad upon a well estab-
lished system, is fraught with danger, and should not
rashly be attempted. Jurists may differ in their opinions
es to the relative merits of one judicial system, in com-
parison with another; but every jurist should deprecats
an attempt, to break down one system, well established
and well administered, merely to substitute another, upon
adifferent plan of organization. Iunovation is the mania
of our day. Faacied improvements are proposed. with-
out always considering the possible mischief that may
ensue.  But it well becomes those, who have the power
in their hands, to forbear its exercise, in doubtful cases;
unu in uenermlmng to aoanuon c..e SYSICIH for l.DU ﬂUOPO
tion of ancther, to be well assured, in every case, that the
preferred system will combine all the advantages of the
rejected one; and that it will not only be free from it:
defects, but be also free from any elements of mischief.

Your committee do not mean to say, that there can be
4y objection to a limitation of the term of tenure of cer-
ain officers.  But, at present, they do not mean to report
in respect of that qubzect. [t is their purpose, at this
ume, to suggest alterations of the constltuhon in re‘auon
othe B nLxecutive uepaumem as her emum()w Bl.m:u, uuu
in relation to the two Houses of Assembly—and they
bave instructed their chairman to prepare several bills,
and report them to the Senate for cousiceration. fa thom
ills, provision will be made for the case of vacancy, ia
tie offica of Govarsor, by daath or otherwise; and vari-



